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Asymmetric Warfare Initiative Exercise 04 North: A Center for Asymmetric Warfare Project 
Submitted by Michael T. McCarthy, I Corps Battle Command Training Center and MDP-RG Stakeholder 
 
The Center for Asymmetric Warfare (CAW) was created in 1999 by Naval Air Systems Command–Weapons   
Division (NAVAIR-WD) in partnership with the Department of Energy’s Pacific Northwest National Laboratory 
and the non-profit Battelle Memorial Institute.    
     The CAW mission at the time was to provide testing, training, and experimentation for 
Department of Defense expeditionary forces, to prepare them to respond to incidences of 
asymmetric warfare while deployed outside of the United States. In summer 2000, CAW 
conducted its first major exercise, Limited Objective Experiment Zero (LOE-0), with U.S. 
Naval expeditionary forces under the command of Commander Third Fleet.  
     The terrorist attacks of 9/11 resulted in a series of terrorism response exercises, expanded 
to include local and regional authorities.  These exercises focused on multi-agency responses 
requiring communication and coordination among Department of Defense, first responders, and emergency     
managers within a region.  Today, the CAW mission encompasses both counter-terrorism and homeland security.  
     The Asymmetric Warfare Initiative (AWI) Exercise series began in October 2003, 
with an exercise at Port Hueneme, California; followed by an August 2004 exercise in 
the Los Angeles harbor area.  In October 2004, CAW completed the third exercise of 
the AWI series, AWI Exercise FY04 North (AWI-04N). The October Terrorism       
Response exercise was developed around a Pacific Northwest scenario that included 
related terrorist events stretching from the Strait of Juan de Fuca through Elliott Bay 
and Seattle, to the Port of Tacoma. Participants included representatives from the DHS, 
FBI, USCG, CBP, DOD, other federal agencies, and state and local emergency response and management         
organizations. A detailed summary of exercise development, design, and outcomes is available online at 
http://www.nps.edu/Academics/MeyerInstitute/MDP/images/awi04n.pdf.  For more information, please contact: 
Pete McLaughlin (peter.mclaughlin@pnl.gov), Pacific NW National Laboratory, or  Michael T. McCarthy 
(michael.t.mccarthy1@us.army.mil), I Corps Battle Command Training Center. 
MDP RESEARCH GROUP - PORT SECURITY VISIT 
Members of the MDP-RG recently ventured to the 
port facility in Oakland, California, for a day-long 
visit.  Students from both the Meyer Institute’s     
Systems Engineering and Analysis (SEA) curricu-
lum and California State University, Monterey Bay 
also participated.  
     The focus of the site 
visit was port security and 
protection of the vital inter-
modal transportation      
system that ties the world 
together.        
     Students met with representatives from the Port 
of Oakland, U.S. Customs and Border Protection 
Agency, and APL (formerly American President 
Lines). This event presented an opportunity for       
students to interact with security experts from both 
government and industry, providing a better under-
standing of the current state of maritime protec-
tion, cargo security, and possible implications for 
the Department of Defense.   
     This visit was a first step towards creating a 
framework for future information exchange in  
support of maritime security, the MDP-RG, and 
the 2005 Meyer Institute Integrated Student      
Project. 
      The day-long meeting included presentations 
covering a variety of top-
ics, such as detecting 
weapons of mass destruc-
tion, working with trade 
unions, cargo containeriza-
tion, implementation of 
radiological sensors, real estate laws, and the scrap 
steel trade.    
     Students also toured the APL container yard 
and a  handful of students toured the  M/V PRESI-
DENT GRANT, a 52,000 deadweight ton Ameri-
can Flag containership.  
     For further information, please contact MDP-RG 
Intern Lt. Bruce Martin, Marina Department of Public 
Safety, at referee0090@hotmail.com.  
Mark Your Calendar!! 
 
MDA Technology versus  
Requirements Forum  
 
May 2, 2005           Santa Clara, California 
Details to follow in next month’s SITREP... 
